The Well Organized Essay
Terms for Essay Writing (PPT)
Write these definitions on another sheet of paper and staple them to this packet.

These definitions will help you understand what we are talking about over the next few weeks!
    1.  essay









9.  Topic sentence

    2.  introduction  (aka introductory paragraph)

          

 
10.  First draft

    3. body paragraph





           


11. Final draft
    4.  conclusion (aka concluding paragraph)


           


12. chunk

    5.  thesis (statement)




           


13. ratio

    6.  pre-writing




 
           

    7.  evidence (E)

    8.  commentary (CM)

What does an effective writer need to consider?

*Topic AND Opinion




*Citing Sources (MLA:  in-text, Works Cited Page)
*Purpose AND Audience



*Editing
*Brainstorming Techniques



*Revising
*Writing





*Assessment
How to Identify and Write a Thesis Sentence (Statement)
1. A thesis is a general sentence with a subject and an opinion (also called commentary).

EXAMPLE:  Australia is the best country of all for a vacation.
In this sentence, Australia is the subject.  The rest of this sentence tells the writer’s opinion, or commentary, about it—that it’s the best country for a vacation.

2. PRACTICE: 

For each of the following thesis sentences, circle the subject and  underline  the opinion (commentary).

EXAMPLE:  P. V.H.S.          is a wonderful place to go to school.
a) Fishing is fun to do when I’m with my dad.

b) English is my favorite class.

c) It’s exciting going to a new school.

d) Tacos are my favorite food.

e) I like radio station Q106 the most. 

3. Now you will practice writing thesis sentences of your own.  First you need to think of some subjects you know something about. 

Here are some subjects students have used in the past:

-getting braces


-bicycling


-homework
Think of a subject of your own and write it here:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. The next step is to write a thesis for your subject. Here is an example about the subject getting braces.

Thesis:  Getting braces was one of the best things that could have happened to me. 

This is a thesis because it has a subject (getting braces) and an opinion, or commentary (was one of the best things that could have happened to me).

Now think of a thesis for the subject you chose in #5 and write it here: 


____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Underline the subject once and the opinion twice. 

5. You will do some more thesis practice here. First, think of 4 more subjects that you know something about.  Write them in the blanks below:

a) __________________________________________
b) __________________________________________
c) __________________________________________
d) __________________________________________
6. Now, write a thesis for each of your subjects:

a) _________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

b) _________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

c) _________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

d) _________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Go back.  Circle each subject, and underline each opinion.
7. FINAL REVIEW: Fill in the blanks to review the parts of a thesis.

A thesis is a general sentence with a __________________________________ and an ______________________ (_____________________________________).

